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A Timeline of Assessment Work

1994	Alberta Assessment Consortium established to promote more authentic assessment

1998	“Inside the Black Box: Raising Standards through Classroom Assessment” by Dylan Wiliam and Paul Black is published and addresses teaching and assessment strategies which improve student learning.

1999-2012	Alberta Initiative for School Improvement (AISI) - extensive research into how students learn and effective strategies for assessing learning. Numerous projects across Alberta have either a central or underlying focus on assessment.

2009	“Visible Learning” by John Hattie analyzes broad educational research and boils it down to the strategies which have the most positive impact on student learning. Two of the top three strategies related to assessment. The single most impactful strategy is when students are involved in assessing themselves - judging for themselves whether they have learned what was intended or acquired the skills taught. Giving students meaningful feedback is #3.

2015	Ministerial Order on Student Learning shifts focus to student competencies and outlines expectations for school jurisdictions. 

2014-15	Horizon School Division Policy HK: Student Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting is examined and revised after committee work with Division Assessment Committee, Administrators’ Committee, and consultation with staff.

2015-16	Three working groups (Kindergarten, Elementary, Junior High/Middle) research reporting options and arrive at recommendation for division-wide report cards for each of the three levels. 

2016-17	The Horizon Kindergarten and Elementary report cards are implemented at all schools. All junior high/middle schools where the elementary report card is being implemented also are using the Junior High/Middle School report card. In these schools, a gradebook/ reporting software called Students Achieve is used to gather assessment information for each student and to generate the report card.


